Mortality experience of employees with occupational exposure to DBCP.
Concern about the carcinogenic potential of 1,2-dibromo-3-chloropropane(DBCP) has arisen recently, focusing on six organ sites: stomach, liver, kidney, lung, testes, and skin. To examine the mortality experience of persons potentially exposed, a cohort of 550 employees involved in production and formulation from 1957 to 1976 was defined. A total of 35 deaths was observed through 1979 (39.2 expected). No statistically significant excess was observed for any cause of death. No cancer deaths were noted for five of the hypothesized sites. For the lung cancer category, five deaths were observed (2.7 expected, P greater than .135), two of which occurred in a subgroup directly exposed for at least 1 yr (0.5 expected, P greater than .077). Aside from arsenicals exposure, potential confounding resulting from smoking or multiple chemical exposures could not be evaluated.